
Gastric tube feeding 

Critical Care Program 

full strength  

 50mL/h or goal rate 

 whichever is less 

Residual  

volume 

> 500 mL 

Residual  

volume 

> 500 mL 

Refeed residual volume 

Hold tube feeds 

Check residual volume in 4 h 

Increase tube feeds 

by 25 mL/h  

unless at goal  

Do not increase if at 

risk of refeeding 

Stop tube feeds 

consult MD  

and dietitian 
Refeed residual volume 

Restart tube feeds  

at previous rate 

 

Patient has 

vomiting or 

  >3 large liquid stools/day or  

significant  

abdominal cramps 

Begin gastric feeds  

Q4 h  

assessment 

Y 

N 

Y 

Y 

N N 

Y 
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*In order to maintain Feeding Tube patency - flush feeding tube Q4h with 10 to 20 mL of water  


