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Algorithm: Bed Repositioning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YES 

NO 

Is patient’s 
weight >159 kg 

(350 lbs.)? 

Is patient 
cooperative? 

 
Can patient 

assist? 

Use Supine/Repositioning Sling with 
Total Lift and 2 or more HCWs. 

Use Sliders. 

STOP 
Refer to Care Plan or perform further assessment. 

Refer to Bariatric Algorithm 

HCW assistance not needed.  Patient may/may not 
require a repositioning aid. 

Patient’s weight: 
<45 kg (<100 lbs.) 
Use Sliders and at 

least 1 HCW 

Patient’s weight: 
45-91 kg (100-200 lbs.) 

Use Sliders and at 
least 2 HCWs 

Patient’s weight: 
91-159 kg (200-350 lbs.) 

Use Sliders and        
3-4 HCWs 

Encourage patient to assist using Sliders and/or 
Repositioning Aid (e.g. monkey bars, rail) 

Start Here 

 

 



 

Assessment Actions  
Patient attempts to roll from side to side in bed 
Patient attempts to move legs over one at a time in the direction of the desired 

movement 
Patient attempts to lift one or both hips off the bed (bridge position)     

  

Patient attempts to straighten a bent elbow against your resistance. 
 

 
SWPs: Bed Reposition/Turn with Ceiling Lift and Repositioning Sling 
 Bed Reposition/Turn with Sliders 
 Bed Reposition with Orange Slider 
 
 
 


