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YES 

FULLY 

PARTIALY ABLE OR NO 

 

 
 

Bariatric Algorithm Chair Repositioning:  Wheelchair, Chair or Dependency Chair 

 

 

 Start Here 

 

Is patient 

cooperative? 

STOP: 

Refer to Care Plan or perform further 

assessment. 

 

Can patient 

assist? 

HCW assistance not needed. 

Standby for safety as needed. 

Maintain airway during lateral transfer by propping up head / shoulders (e.g. pillows). 

 

Add an additional caregiver for every100 pound increase in patient weight. 

 

 

 

 

Bariatric Total Lift with 

Supine/Repositioning Sling 

OR 

Sliders 

(minimum 4 HCWs) 

OR 

Air-Assisted Device 
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Assessment Actions  

Test for ability to sit up in the chair unsupported.  Test for ability to maintain balance 

side-to-side in sitting. 
 

Patient attempts to straighten a bent elbow against your resistance. 

 

 

SWPs: Total Lift (Ceiling or Floor Based) 

 Chair Repositioning with Sliders? (Safety?) 
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