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	1.0
	PURPOSE 


	
	1.1
	To provide guidance  regarding student nurses providing immunization services in the WRHA Population Public Health program

	2.0
	BACKGROUND

	
	2.1
	The 4-year nursing program provides the practicum students with the background information with respect to the practice of immunizing. The process of nursing education provides the necessary competence for students to evolve to independent practice.

	3.0
	DEFINITIONS



	
	3.1
	Student Nurse: Student: any individual  currently enrolled in a post-secondary institution 

seeking to be or currently enrolled in an unpaid educational placement within the WRHA.



	
	3.2
	Senior Practicum Nursing student: experience intended to facilitate the student nurse’s transition to professional practice in a supportive and caring environment. During this time, students learn how to synthesize knowledge and skills gained from previous course work and apply it to a select client population. Students are assigned to experienced nurses (preceptors) who serve as role models, teachers, and advisors as the student endeavors to become a competent, safe and confident nurse.


	
	3.3
	Competence: Competence requires knowledge, judgment and technical skill. Competence for immunization in public health placed practicum students comes from knowledge gained from their nursing education the WRHA Immunization Orientation and knowledge of the WRHA Regional Immunization Manual Clinical Practice Guidelines. Nursing judgment is a developmental process gained through education experience and self-confidence in decision making. The development of technical skill begins during nursing education and is enhanced with opportunities to master skills in clinical practice settings.



	4.0
	SCOPE & GOAL 



	
	4.1
	To provide guidelines for all nursing students to ensure safe and competent delivery of immunization services

	5.0
	PROCEDURE



	
	5.1
	Nursing student (other than practicum students)

	
	
	5.1.1 These student nurses can immunize if the following conditions are satisfied.

1. The student has learned the skill of giving safe injections in their education.
2. The student has been signed off as having successfully being able to manage the skill.
3. The student can only immunize minors in the presence of the parent/legal guardian. The student is required to identify themselves as a student nurse and ensure the adult is agreeable for them to proceed.
4. The student receives direct supervision from their clinical nursing instructor.
5. Documentation will occur as per Clinical Practice Guidelines for Documentation and Record Keeping. Immunizations will be entered into the immunization registry by the Immunization Clerk under the name of the student’s Clinical Education Facilitator.


	
	5.2
	Senior Practicum Students

	
	
	5.2.1 Senior Practicum students can immunize in public health settings if the following criteria are met:

1. The student has completed the WRHA PPH Immunization Orientation (Note: Panorama training is not required.)
2. The student has been observed and signed off by a CD coordinator.
3. The student immunizes under the supervision of the PHN Preceptor until both feel that the student can immunize more independently.
4. The student can only immunize minors in the presence of the parent/legal guardian. The student is required to identify themselves as a student nurse and ensure the adult is agreeable for them to proceed. 
5. Documentation will occur as per Clinical Practice Guidelines for Documentation and Record Keeping. Immunizations will be entered into the immunization registry by the Immunization Clerk under the name of the student’s Preceptor.


	
	
	5.2.2 There is a shared responsibility between the preceptor and the practicum student for the competent and safe immunizing of the WRHA client.



	
	
	5.2.3 The principles of delegation of work apply between the preceptor (nurse) and the practicum student. 

The Nurse is responsible to take into account; the employers policies; client needs, the complexity of health problems; the student’s knowledge base, and demonstrated competency, knowledge needed to deliver the care required; the predictability of the anticipated outcome and specific risk factors. The nurse is responsible for the supervision of the student. Supervision entails initial direction, periodic inspection and corrective actions when needed. 

The Practicum Student is responsible for;

1. Following policies and procedures

2. Performing tasks and giving care safely, effectively and ethically

3. Documenting care given

4. Reporting observations  and patient information to the nurse preceptor

5. Refusing to accept delegation of those acts for which she/he is not competent.



	
	
	

	
	
	5.2.4 The role of the student nurse differs from that of a graduate nurse because a graduate nurse is expected to practice in an independent fashion while a student nurse remains quite dependent on the supervision of the PHN.



	6.0
	VALIDATION


� WRHA Regional Policy 20.30.140 Student Placements
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